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IISH Research – from source to data

Between local debts and global markets: Explaining slavery 

in South and Southeast Asia, 1600-1800 (NWO Veni, 2016-

2019)

Exploring Slave Trade in Asia (ESTA) (NWO Int. Hum, 2018-

2020)

Resilient diversity: The governance of racial and religious 

plurality in the Dutch empire, 1600-1800 (IISH+Leiden, NWO 

VC, 2017-2022)



Transkribus HTR Model VOC v2

Multiple hands

Specific series

Specific type of material

1279 scans

Criminal records Cochin (207)

Criminal records Batavia (1032)

Slave transactions (40)

Test 17 scans 87% character; 60% words





NA +/- 4 mln scans [2018] >>  +/- 25 mln scans

ANRI +/- 3 mln scans

SLNA +/- 1 mln scans

VOC Archives



Improving models?

Patterns in ‘corporate’ handwriting?

‘Clusters’?

(Recognizing and analyzing)

- Region?

- Source type?

- Period?



Research: interactions and applications

Textual sources (searchability; entity recognition)

Textual (semi)structured sources 

Data extraction
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