
Handwritten 

Text Recognition 

in the Archives 

Maria Kallio 

Senior Research Officer 

maria.kallio@arkisto.fi 

Lauri Hirvonen 

Text Recognition 

Specialist 

lauri.hirvonen@arkisto.fi 



The National Archives of  Finland 

• 210 linear kilometres of  

records 

• 76 million digitized 

records 

• 32 000 visits annually 

• >1 million visits in the 

Digital Archives 
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Renovated Court Records Collection 

• One of  the largest 

collections at NAF 

• 1623-1970 

• 800 000 pages already 

digitized 

• Records from 1809-1917 

will be digitized by 

FamilySearch in 2018-2019 
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Making the Court Records available 

through HTR 

 • First batch of  GT produced by volunteers in 

2017  

  HTR model with CER 9,1% 

• New data set of  680 images for training, 

validation and testing produced during 2018 

  HTR+ model with CER below 5% 
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Thank you for listening! 

maria.kallio@arkisto.fi 

lauri.hirvonen@arkisto.fi 
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