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Facts and figures

Range from 1384 to 1858
2263 physical volumes
Circa 1 million wills
Estimated 10 people per will
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PCC Will of Katharine Sturgis (PROB 11/579/71)
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THE REALITY
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Training Data

e 26 images
e 16001 Words
e 1938 Distinct Words
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Test Data

e 10images

e Automatically generated transcripts
e 6796 Words

e 877 Distinct Words

e 388 Not in training data
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New Words
L ]

Context

bedy or bodies of any of the same children Then as to the share or shares as well accruing and

~~~~~ bodies and if all such children but one shall die without ~~~ ~~ one or there shall be but ene such child
and in cash there shall be afailnre of cne of the body or bedies of any of the ~~~ same children then

and of the heirs of their respective boedies and if all 5 out issues

several and respective bodies ~~ lawfully ssuing ang: m mlm’lh o

~~~ body or bodies of any of the same children theTt_d'w~ »

respective bodies and all such children but one shall- w mlzcuil
: 2 {I

tenants in commeoen and of the several and respect-

ne of the
well accruing and

| be but one such

uing and in case
there shall be a fallure of issues of the body or bedies of any of the same children ~~~~ Then as to the
commen and the heirs of their respoctive bodies and if all such ~~~ children but ene shall happen to die
heirs of their several and respective bodies lawfully issuimg And ~~~ case there shall be afailre of
respective bodies And if ~~~ all such children but one shall die without isone or there shall be ~~~ but one
several and respective bodies ~~~ ~~ v lawfully issuing and in case there shall be afailnre of issues of
the body or bodies of any of the same children Then astacthe share or shares as well surviving and

respective bodies And if all such children but one shall die without insure or there shall be but one such

' [ o v = [ e - [ ot [ [ P | - LY

bodies 42
Lambert 17
Willis 15
support 11
actions 10
issuing 10
defeated 9
contingent 9
preserve d Context

destroyed &

defeautes or destroyed and for that purpose to make entries or owing aftioly as the nature of the case
and preserve the contingent uses and estates ~~~ hereinafter limited from being deteated or destroy
limited from ~~~~ being doefeated or destroyed and for that purpose to make entries or =~~~ ~~ bei
the contingent uses and estates hereinafter limited from being ~~ befeated or destroyed and for that

- destroyed and for that purpose to make entids or being attions as the nature of the case may require

Document

PROB 11 2021 Batch 2 IPG

LTS estates hereinafter Eiinited from ~~ being defeated or destroyed and for that purpose to make enties and PROE 11 2031 Batch 2 JPG
bull - from being defeated or destroyed and for that purpose to make entries or bring actions as the nature of PROE 11 2021 Batch 2 JPG

u ~~~ defeated or destroyed and for that purpose to make entries or being actions as the nature of the case may PROB 11 2031 Batch 2 IPG
common @ from being defeated or destroyed and for that purpose to make anties or being ahons as the nature of PROE 11 2021 Batch 2 PG
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New words

presevve 4
conmmon 4 ahgus to receive and the the rents and prof
aiestetnas as saeipttbstot as aforesaid for ¢
befeated 4
conmimon 3 isffefrelfel declared me unto as then and a
conmnon 3
r £ A eSSt St ALl Oia
unpeachment 2 V. v/ s 2 n‘ux%z ATTL A0 < —g?ﬁ '. " g
> ra <l WO “To
saeipttbstot 1
. hill be cihtrniaeceori leases ~
eoxciusive 1

nstwsithscanoing 1 ,
Pl EEVGERER B may and

cihtrniaeceori 1

ritlrnemeaydsgegn 1
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r > A 5
I 1be carcird mwmgv‘)'m/ 1 L CAAALX
D a e P e P _'-./ ~— v 5 vk
Wi . s of s |
e -_;.,——f\-"\.;\/h\' e T X
A

Pranslallon

Jhe the slae ol Tes thet Whent

| the unaersiened Jane Destieaux resieing in the Town and Parish o
St heliers in the hland of Sirsey finding untself thanks be to Go of ~
sound uind mimay and undirstanding knowing death to be cirtain

and its hour uncirtain have deimed it propir to make my Tistament
thirein to detlaie my last Il as follows just and afore all thines | ~
canmend my Sail to bod the ffather Alnighty Geseeching him to ~
receive it on paiting this life in his holy Paradise throigh the unrits
and inteyession of his Son Sisus Chust my Savidi and Eedirryer
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B Keyword Spotting Results m}:‘i
QA "nephen (11 his) e
: % y !E‘-n-"..;
m Confidence ) Page Nr. Line transcription Previ... “_:‘_,-i‘-i';“ |
:@ 0.4895 2 | ades with thirr siviral a ppintirnancis unte my nephiw John Prrtt *h::tT:; M
%ﬁ 0.4100 2 sacd to my said nephiw urlliam Pratt with the siviral ledacus jellew WO o P
%}I 0.2348 2 Nirde Tratt Jat of my eephiw 5ehn Platt his herrs and adsigns for ~~ .}“;::;j :u: "‘z\-“/{\"-z
= 0.2061 2 lawful for my sacs Nephiw Wiliam Pratt and | de hireby gur hung ﬁ:*":"‘- R
0.1731 2 by my said cephiw illiam Pratt a by the pirsen who shall be en- ﬁk"ﬁfif_l'-
0.1565 2 the dody of my said Nephiwd Milliam Pratt and of the hires of the =~ &1riun
0.1520 2 such issue To the use and eheof of my Niat oephiw William Twobirt ”'T-_ﬂ'u_
0.1509 1 aftir mentioned that is to say To the use of my Rephiws William ~ ~ :F"’*‘
0.0811 1 phiw John white And | do hireby diclare that all the sacs siviral ~ l‘h:‘ﬂ"H;h
0.0743 2 sacd eephiw may thint propir so as that such woman as may be ~ g &t":-:":‘
0.0639 1 drephew ffrarcis Pratt of Tivirton in the said County Grocir and Dinggist *-'-'pﬁ*’-‘-
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IMPROVING THE TRANSCRIPTION
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Finding spelling errors

Lo
=

Testcament
trstament
testument
lestament
testamen
tostament
tetament
tistament
testamet
egsCament
testement
estament
testamente
testiment
and 183
und
ans
presence
presenje
presnce
pPresencr
presente
prisence
presence of
o 1

= P oy = P
o L -
ful
= o b Ry s R ORY O = R L R

Ln
L

Lad
=1

Lad
[

1
1
2
1
o
1
2
2
2
1
2
1
1
1
2
2
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Building a language model

the said ... my said ...
forename 630 wife 194
trust 75 trustees 154
will 71 daughter 52
last 45 will 50
sum 42 son 44
trustees 41 executors 42
testator 39 niece 40
deceased | |30 nephew 24
county 28 brother 20

18 AThe National Archives



Using a language model for corrections

said nephew ...

forename 15

and

should

the

NN W

all

My said Nephiw urlliam Pratt My said nephew William Pratt
My sacs Nephiw Wiliam Pratt « « « «
My said oephiw illiam Pratt « « “ «

My said Nephiwd Milliam Pratt “ « « « «

19 AThe National Archives



Keeping the alternatives

| ades with thirr siviral a ppintirnancis unte my nephiw John Prrit ::_h:n:*ﬁn-;l

Mirde Tratt Jat of my eephiw Sehn Platt his herrs and adsigns for ~~ ‘_ L

My eephiw Sehn Platt

=)

My said nephew John Platt
My said nephew Sean Platt
My said nephew John Pratt
My said nephew Sean Pratt

20
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NEXT STEPS
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 Interviews with historians
« Capturing requirements
 |dentifying themes

* Network grant proposal
« Multi-faceted problem
* Bring together users of records and technologists

* Research Fellowship
« Sponsored by FTNA
« Student to look at mixing HTR with crowdsourcing

AThe National Archives



PROB 11

HTR Workflow

Ground

l B I Truth

1 1

HTR

=

QA

Crowd

correction/verification
(Gamification)

~N

J

>
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Thank you

Christopher.Day@nationalarchives.gov.uk
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