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Prerogative Court of 

Canterbury – PROB 11: 
http://discovery.nationalarchives.gov.uk/details/r/C12122 

Facts and figures 
Range from 1384 to 1858 

2263 physical volumes 

Circa 1 million wills 

Estimated 10 people per will 
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THE REALITY 
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Training Data 

• 26 images 

• 16001 Words 

• 1938 Distinct Words 



Test Data 

• 10 images 

 

• Automatically generated transcripts 

• 6796 Words 

• 877 Distinct Words 

 

• 388 Not in training data 



New Words 

bodies 42 

Lambert 17 

Willis 15 

support 11 

actions 10 

issuing 10 

defeated 9 

contingent 9 

preserve 9 

destroyed 8 

entries 7 

bull 7 

common 6 



New words 

presevve 4 

conmmon 4 

befeated 4 

conmimon 3 

conmnon 3 

unpeachment 2 

saeipttbstot 1 

eoxciusive 1 

nstwsithscanoing 1 

cihtrniaeceori 1 

ritlrnemeaydsgegn 1 
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IMPROVING THE TRANSCRIPTION 
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Finding spelling errors 
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the said … 

forename 630 

trust 75 

will 71 

last 45 

sum 42 

trustees 41 

testator 39 

county 28 

deceased 30 

wife 194 

trustees 154 

daughter 52 

will 50 

son 44 

executors 42 

niece 40 

brother 20 

nephew 24 

my said … 

Building a language model 
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My said Nephiw urlliam Pratt 

My sacs Nephiw Wiliam Pratt 

My said oephiw illiam Pratt 

My said Nephiwd Milliam Pratt 

forename 15 

and 3 

should 2 

the 2 

all 1 

said nephew … 

My said nephew William Pratt 

  “      “         “            “          “ 

  “      “         “            “          “ 

  “      “         “            “          “ 

Using a language model for corrections 
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My eephiw Sehn Platt 

My said nephew John Platt 

My said nephew Sean Platt 

My said nephew John Pratt 

My said nephew Sean Pratt 

Keeping the alternatives 



NEXT STEPS 
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• Interviews with historians 

• Capturing requirements 

• Identifying themes 

 

• Network grant proposal 

• Multi-faceted problem 

• Bring together users of records and technologists 

 

• Research Fellowship 

• Sponsored by FTNA 

• Student to look at mixing HTR with crowdsourcing 
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HTR Workflow 

PROB 11 
Ground 

Truth 

HTR QA 

Crowd 
correction/verification 

(Gamification) 
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Thank you 
Christopher.Day@nationalarchives.gov.uk 


